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.  
Do you know the way to Paraguay? Let’s face 
it; Americans tend to be a bit myopic when it 
comes to knowing geography and about other 
parts of the world. Like people of the ancient 
world that believed the sun revolved around 
the “flat earth”, sadly most Americans still 
believe the United States rules as the center of 
the universe. On that note, I wonder what 
heaven thinks; just a thought. 
 
When it comes to geography, high school stu-
dents in the United States would have a hard 
time just naming and spelling the fifty states of 
the union much less filling in a map of the 
ever changing world. If you doubt it, give it a 
try. 
 
When it comes to the “other Americans” 
down south I fear we know even less. I must 
confess before I moved to Decatur, I knew 
practically nothing about Paraguay, and could 
not name a single person that lived in there in 
the past or present. Today, I prayerfully call 
the names of Pastor Roberto and Nancy Lugo, 
and Pastor Stephen and Daisy Bourdette as 
partners in the great adventure of taking the 
good news of Jesus to the ends of the earth. 
 
This week, I am joining a wonderful team of 
adventurers to partner with our friends in 
Paraguay to share the good news of Jesus with 
their friends and neighbors. We would covet 
your prayers as we go. Our veteran team leader 
will be Jerry Howard, who has Paraguay 
stamped on his heart.  Pray for us. 
 
One of the great things about the Kingdom of 
God has to be the fact that we have family all 
around the world. I have had the privilege of 
connecting with fellow believers in Mexico, 
China, Brazil, France, Austria, Israel, and even 
in New Mexico. Being a citizen of the King-
dom of heaven makes the world just a bit 
smaller and more intimate when it comes to 
relationships.  In a sense during our sojourn 
on planet earth we get the honor of 
“practicing heaven on earth” by working to-
gether as ambassadors for Christ. 
 
You may not know, and I didn’t until recently, 
that Paraguay has a population of 6.6 million 
people, just slightly less than the 7.2 million 
population of the Dallas-Fort Worth 
metroplex. The population would assuredly 
been higher if not for the horrific effects of t 

 
the Triple Alliance War with Brazil, Argentina, 
and Uruguay. The war raged between the years 
of 1864 to 1870, while our own country was 
recovering from our own bloody Civil War. 
Scholars and historians debate the reasons 
behind the Triple Alliance War, but no one 
debates its brutal consequences for Paraguay. 
At the end of the war, 90% of all the men of 
Paraguay filled graves across the land, and 
more than 60% of the population died. Some 
suggest to this day, Paraguay is still recovering 
from the mortal wound to its heart and soul. 
 
In response to this devastating chapter in its 
history, the leaders of Paraguay invited the 
world to settle in its lush green valleys and 
along its river ways. In response, adventurers, 
opportunities, and carpet baggers came from 
all around the world. As you travel the roads 
and walk the streets of this growing country 
you will see faces that would seem to fit better 
in places like Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, 
Saudi Arabia, and many in Brazil. In others 
words, the world moved to Paraguay, and ac-
cording to a recent article I read, many moved 
there to disappear. 
 
Saying all this, I hope you realize why Paraguay 
and its people provide such fertile soil for the 
good news of Jesus Christ. When Jesus com-
missioned us to “go make disciples of all na-
tions” He envisioned in His mind the people 
of Paraguay, even if I had never heard of 
them, nor thought of them. Why? Because in 
the mind of our King everyone one counts, 
from the least of us to the greatest. That is a 
lesson that compels us to take a mission trip to 
the ends of the world, and also to walk across 
the street or drive down a gravel road to meet 
a new neighbor. As one family of all genera-
tions and stories, we seek to glorify God by 
adoring Him, loving others, and living like 
Jesus. This week, let’s covenant to do our best 
to bring a smile to the face of a new friend, 
and more importantly bring a smile to the face 
of God in all we do. I will see you soon with 
stories to tell about our friends in Paraguay. 

 



 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  September 17: 18,268 

Month-to-date Recei,ved:  $73,055 

Building Fund 

Received September 17: $1,270 

Month-to-date Received: $8,650 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday School Attendance:  396 

 Worship Attendance:  : 492 

 
 

  

 

 

 

We give ALL the glory to God, as one fam-

ily of ALL generations and stories. 

 

 

Announcements: 
 

First Connections: Oct 1, 8, 15 

Pastor David and Robyn will be offering a class 

on Sunday mornings during the Bible Study 

hour for those new to the church and pros-

pects for membership.  The class will meet in 

the Administrative Conference Room from 9-

10. Sign up in the Connection Centers or  

through the church office 940-627-3235. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE LOVE CANDY! 

We will be hosting a reception honoring our 

Children’s Pastor, Candy Burden, to celebrate 

her 10+1 Anniversary on Sunday, October 1 at 

6:30pm in the Family Life Center.  A money 

tree will be available for you to show your ap-

preciation with love gifts and notes for her. 
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Clay Carter, Student Pastor: clay@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 
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